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e Name Poonam Salotra
e Designation:  Deputy Director
e Address : Institute of Pathology (ICMR), Safdarjung Hospital

Campus, New Delhi — 110 029, India.

Residential address: C145 Sarvodaya Enclave, New Delhi-110017

e Tel. No: 26198402, 26166124
e Fax No: 26198401
e E. mail: salotra@vsnl.com, salotrap@icmr.org.in

Educational Qualifications

e M.Sc. (Biochemistry) from P.G.l., Chandigarh

e Ph.D. from V.P. Chest Institute, Delhi University.
Date of joining ICMR — Jan 1996

Date of joining present post — Dec 2005

Area of Specialization:  Molecular Parasitology, Leishmaniasis

Research Experience:

Molecular basis of pathogenesis of infectious diseases including Kala-azar, Anthrax,
Tuberculosis and Cholera. Currently working on basic and clinical aspects of kala-azar
(KA), post kala-azar dermal leishmaniasis (PKDL) and cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL),
including mechanism of drug resistance in Indian kala-azar, vaccine development,
diagnostic tests for KA, PKDL and CL, characterization of immune responses in lesion
tissues of KA, PKDL and CL patients.
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Membership of professional associations

1. Society for Parasitology, India (Life member

2. Society of Biological Chemists, India (Life member).

3. Association of Clinical Biochemists of India (Life member)

4. Indian Association of Medical Microbiologists, India (Life member)

5. Indian Immunology Society, India (Life member).

Awards/Honours

1.
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Basanti Devi Amir Chand Award conferred by ICMR for the year 2006.

ICMR International fellowship for Senior Biomedical Scientists for the year 2006.
Awarded Courtesy Fellowship by CBER, FDA, USA in Sep 2005.

Awarded fellowship by National Foundation of Infectious Diseases, USA in 2005.
Prof. BK Aikat Award conferred by Indian Council of Medical Research for 2004.
Granted ICMR Award for Excellent Research output in July 2004.

Silver Jubilee award by Indian Association of Medical Microbiology in 2003.
Awarded Courtesy Fellowship by CBER, FDA, USA in Dec 2003

Kshanika Oration Award, a National award for Eminent Woman Scientist,

conferred by Indian Council of Medical Research in 2002.

10. National Science Talent Scholarship awarded by N.C.E.R.T. , New Delhi

Patents

1.

2.

Awarded US Patent No. 6,855,522 for “Species-specific PCR assay for detection
of Leishmania donovani in clinical samples of kala-azar and post kala-azar
dermal leishmaniasis”.

US patent no. 20060240046 for “Live attenuated Leishmania vaccines”

Conferences / Workshops attended

International (last 7 years)

1.

Invited speaker at IFoLeish-2008 (Interdisciplinary Forum on Leishmaniasis)
organized by German Society for Hygiene and Microbiology (DGHM) and
German Society for Parasitology (DGP) at Heidelberg, Germany in April 08.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Invited speaker at a conference on "Integrated functional genomics on the road
to Leishmaniasis control”, at Dormy House, Cotswolds, UK in Sep 2007.
Presented paper entitled “Drug resistance in field isolates of Leishmania
donovani”.

Visiting scientist at the lab of Dr Emanuela Handman at The Walter Eliza Hall
Institute of Medical Research, Royal Melbourne Hospital, Australia for 2 weeks in
Feb 07 under ICMR International fellowship for Senior Indian Biomedical
Scientists

Participated in Keystone symposium in California, USA in Jan 2007. Presented
work entitled “Challenges in the treatment of Visceral Leishmaniasis : Potential
of marine natural products as alternative drug candidates”.

Participated in Scientists forum on “How to enhance Indo German Research
Cooperation?” At German House, New Delhi in March 2006.

Presented work “Application of Microarray technology for control of
Leishmaniasis” in Indo-Swedish Parasitology Meet at Goa in Dec 2005.

Participated in The Eighth Annual conference on vaccine research and presented
work “Development of attenuated mutants as potential vaccine candidate’s for
visceral leishmaniasis”, at Baltimore, USA (May 2005).

Invited speaker for a round table on advances in diagnostics of Leishmaniasis at
World Leishmania Congress at Sicily, Italy (April 2005).

Presented paper “Microarray based analysis of gene expression in drug resistant
Leishmania donovani isolated from Indian patients of Kala-azar” in the 15th
European Congress of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, held at
Copenhagen, Denmark (April 2005).

Invited speaker at workshop on Intracellular pathogens sponsored by Fogarty
International centre of NIH, US at India Habitat Centre, Delhi, in March 2005.

Presented work on “Molecular studies in post Kala-azar dermal leishmaniasis” in
an Indo-German workshop on Leishmaniasis at Humboldt University, Berlin,
Germany in July 2004.

Presented work on “Functional genomic approaches for the analysis of
Leishmania virulence”, in Indo-German Seminar at [ICB, Kolkata, Dec 03.

Participated in “the Genomic Policy Executive Course” conducted as an Indo-
Canadian initiative by ICMR and the Canadian Program on Genomic and Global
Health, University of Toronto, Canada, at Kerala, Jan 2003.

Participated in International Symposium on Leishmaniasis at All India Institute of
Medical sciences, New Delhi, Feb 2002.



15.Presented paper “Development of Molecular and Immunological tests for
Diagnosis of Post Kala-azar Dermal Leishmaniasis” in World Leish 2 Congress
held at Hellenic Pasteur Institute, Turkish Society of Parasitology, University of
Crete, Greece (May 2001).

16.Invited speaker at ACBICON 2008 (Annual meeting of Association of Clinical
Biochemists, India) at India Habitat Centre, Delhi, in Dec 07. Presented work on
recent advancements in diagnostics of visceral leishmaniasis.
National (last 7 years)

. Invited speaker at WHO-GTZ sponsored workshop at Taj Ganges, Varanasi in April
2007.

Invited speaker in Annual meeting of Biomedical Scientists at Kerala University,
Kerala in Nov 2006. Presented work on “Potential of marine natural products as
alternative drug candidates”.

Invited speaker in Medical Development Congress at Assocham House, Delhi in Sep
2006. Presented “Genomic approaches for combating Leishmaniasis”.

. Participated in a Workshop on “Ethical Review for Protection of Human Participants
involved in Research” organized by ICMR and sponsored by Fogarty, NIH, USA, held
at Assocham House, New Delhi in April 2006.

. Invited participant in technical consultation on National Vector borne Disease Control
program at National Agriculture Science Complex in March 06.

. Invited speaker at Molecular Immunology Forum organized by Regional medical
research centre(ICMR) Bhubaneswar, presented paper entitled “Transcription profiling
of Leishmania for identification of virulence-related genes” in Jan 2006.

. Participated in 32" annual conference of Assoc Clin Biochem India, Patna, in Dec
2005 and presented paper on Genomic microarrays for vaccine development against
kala-azar.

. Invited speaker in 32nd Ann Meet Indian Immunology Society at PGI, Chandigarh, and
presented work on “New diagnostics and vaccine targets for Visceral Leishmaniasis”
in Nov 2005.

. Presented work on “The application of Microarray for gene expression studies” at
Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics, Kolkata in Jan 2005.



10.Invited speaker at meeting organized by Bill and Melinda Gates foundation to discuss
Visceral Leishmaniasis elimination program in South Asia at Hotel Taj, New Delhi in
Jan 2005.

11.Presented paper “Gene disrupted mutants of Leishmania as potential vaccine
candidates” in Sir Dorabji Tata Symposium at Bangalore, March, 04.

12.Presented work on “Gene knockout mutants as vaccine candidates for visceral
leishmaniasis” in Annual meet of Indian Association of Medical Microbiologists at
Mumbai, Nov 03.

13.Presented paper ‘Molecular and Immunological methods for diagnosis of
leishmaniasis” in 29" Annual Conference of Association of Clinical Biochemists of
India at Jaipur, in Feb 2003.

14.Presented work on “Molecular Diagnostic tools for Leishmaniasis” in National
Symposium on Tropical Diseases, J.C. Ray Birth Centenary Celebration at Indian
Institute of Chemical Biology, Kolkata, April 2002.

15. Presented work on Molecular methods for diagnosis and prevention of
leishmaniasis In WHO sponsored Symposium at RMRI, Patna, Dec 2001.

16. Presented work on Identification of genes that exhibit stage specific
expression in L.donovani. In Fifteenth National congress of Parasitology,
Jodhpur, India Oct 2001.
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